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Developmental Sequence in the Acquisition of 
the Potential Construction in Japanese
Fumio ARAI
Abstract
Based on the longitudinal data collected from spontaneous speech of a child between 2;0－5;8, we stud-
ied the acquisition process of the Potential construction in Japanese. In this process, the child made several
kinds of errors or deviations from adult norms. Examining the implications of these errors, we found dif-
ferent stages in the acquisition process: a period when the child directly used observed forms, the acquisi-
tion of a rule and its overregularization, and finally, the decline of the overregularization. This develop-
mental sequence is parallel to the well-known acquisition process of inflections in English. It is also close-
ly parallel to the stages in the acquisition of Japanese lexical causative verbs, reported in Arai (2003).
Keywords: language acquisition, Japanese language, developmental sequence, overregularization, poten-
tial construction
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